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“Boot Camp Final: Deliver us from Evil”
24th November 2024 – 11am and 6pm
Acts 19:11-20


We come to the end of the …

Bootcamp for mission – being prepared to be sent out
Equipped, trained and briefed.

Any army needs to be fleet of foot, manoeuvrable, agile, able to move swiftly and recover quickly.

Imagine what it would be like to be sent into battle with a ball and chain around your ankle or to return to base deeply affected by some of the enemy’s actions

We need to know how to avoid minefields, remain active as Christians and when things go wrong, how to recover.

The enemy once us hobbled, neutralised, handicapped and at below full combat effectiveness.

I remember before the QBP soldiers were told not to drink, get an early night in order to be effective in the morning

Yet some succumbed to temptation and went out and got drunk and as a result they suffered on the parade.  Some keeled over.  They became casualties instead of fighting men.

So it can be with us in our Christian walk.

We can do things that open the door to not just spiritual attack but also that invite the enemy in. 

Christians believe that there is a personal force of evil that we refer to as the devil, Satan or the enemy. Jesus confronted him face-to-face. The devil leads his legion of fallen angels who rebelled against God and it is these fallen angels that are now unclean or impure spirits or Demons.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]But to start with let’s consider Jo’s analogy from last Sunday – that we can invite the enemy to a place at our table.

St Paul describes this reality for us before we become Christians

2 You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once lived, following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient.  Eph 2:1-2

But the truth is that we can invite the enemy to a place at our table AFTER we become Christians.

We can do this knowingly – we can do things that we know are wrong 

AND, we can also invite him in unwittingly.


What we are looking at today is how we can be set free to enjoy all that God has in store for us, 

or how to be delivered from evil 

– just as we pray in the Lord’s prayer.

I want to explain 
· what the bible has to say about what Jesus often calls evil or unclean spirits, 
· how people are still vulnerable to such malign influences even in the 21st Century 
· how they can even impact us as believers (in a different way)
· and most importantly how we can very simply be rid of them when we know we have Jesus on our side and we operate from his authority. 

In our reading we learn of a pretty frightening encounter between an evil spirit and some Jewish exorcists that thought they’d give casting out the demon a go.

We read that it did not go well for them! 

And that’s a health check for anyone who might find themselves getting excited about taking on evil things in their own strength. 

Before we learn some lessons from their failure let’s first ask ourselves:

how did the demon get into the afflicted person?

The passage doesn’t tell us directly but at the end we read that many who practised magic confessed and disclosed their practices

It seems likely that this practice of occultic magic was like a gateway drug to this affliction.  

In fact it stands to reason that the most obvious way to invite an unclean spirit into your life is via dabbling in the occult.

The occult doesn’t just mean going to some crazy event dressed weirdly chanting around a pentagram

It can be far more subtle – even through things that our society sees as common place

· Having your cards read
· Horoscopes
· Fortune telling
· Divination
· Ouija boards
· Watching horror films

Basically anything weird that is not of God

It doesn’t automatically mean that anyone doing one of these things will necessarily be afflicted by a spirit 

– often times nothing happens at all, 

and that can con us into thinking that there’s nothing to evil (one of Satan’s favourite tricks!) 

but if something is supernaturally powered, 

and it isn’t the Holy Spirit providing the power,

Guess who is powering it?!!!!

Satan!

Why is dabbling in this sort of stuff so dangerous?

Well let’s see what scripture has to say:

We see from Deut. 18 that God warned Israel that when they entered the promised land that they would have to be careful not to pick up the spiritual practices of the Canaanites, 

spiritual practices that the Bible clearly sees as demonically motivated.

These practices can both be fuelled by,
 and also attract,
curses and unclean spirits/demons.

9 When you come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you, you must not learn to imitate the abhorrent practices of those nations. 10 No one shall be found among you who makes a son or daughter pass through fire, or who practices divination, or is a soothsayer, or an augur, or a sorcerer, 11 or one who casts spells, or who consults ghosts or spirits, or who seeks oracles from the dead. 12 For whoever does these things is abhorrent to the Lord; it is because of such abhorrent practices that the Lord your God is driving them out before you. 13 You must remain completely loyal to the Lord your God.  Deut 18:9-13

When God forbids us from doing something, there is always a reason.

We learnt two weeks ago that there is a spiritual realm and the enemy uses his minions to disrupt our lives through deceit and temptation.

And when we lower our guard, when we sin, when we live against God’s best will for us, we open a door.

With the occult we are in effect trespassing into the enemy’s territory and dousing ourselves with petrol and then striking a match!– so don’t go there!

The New Testament has many accounts of people who are being impacted by demons or unclean spirits being set free.  

The accounts are graphic and sometimes can be a little alarming to read about, 

and mercifully in the West we don’t see much of those manifestations today, 

although if our culture becomes neo-pagan as Bishop Graham Tomlin suggests it might, 

who knows what may come out of the woodwork. 

But in my ministry here in England I could say we hardly ever see anything and if we did see what some call a ‘major possession’ thankfully there is a well worked out way of dealing with that with trained advisors under a bishop’s license, so that maverick ministers don’t cause harm and damage. 

As I said before Authority is important. 

But CS Lewis suggested that the main tactic of the enemy here in the West was to persuade people he didn’t really exist. 

Do we know for sure that that because very few people here seem to be affected that Satan isn’t at work,

or is what is happening much more subtle than a horror movie so that we live in blissful ignorance? 

Do we have enough people with the spiritual awareness to discern when evil is about? 

We let me share my story:

I went to see a genteel elderly couple – he ex-Army, living in Wiltshire – 
· 9 month waiting list
· Morning being questioned
· Any deaths?  3 grandparents, aunt, father, wife and son.  
· Lunch
· Afternoon – “I come against the spirit of …”!

I had no personal sense I was affected

I had been baptised by full immersion

Been confirmed

Had my back miraculously healed

And yet something unclean – possibly passed down through the generations was affecting my life and by the grace of God 

and by the name of Jesus was dealt with!

There are two words we need to understand:

Oppression and possession

Possession is when a person is literally taken over by some force.

Extremely rare and we will speak no more of that – that’s when experts most certainly need to be called in. 

Oppression is simply when someone is affected by something unhelpful.

I believe that Christians can be oppressed but not possessed. 

That was me.

Things like areas of unconfessed sin create spiritual darkness – which can attract things we don’t want. 

And these can stay with us until we repent and take action to rid ourselves of them.

Other things that can open the door to such things, in addition to occult involvement can be no direct fault of our own – and that’s important to realise. 

These include:

Idolatry – worshipping other Gods – having idols in our houses – dabbling in eastern mysticism 
Prostitution
Unforgiveness
Freemasonery
Persistent sin

Being cursed

Trauma like rape 

Abuse.

Sexual abuse

It would be so much simpler to understand if for example we got drunk and played with a Ouija board and then felt something dark, unclean start to influence us.  

We’d know what had happened and be able to seek help.

But often unclean spirits can start to affect us from our pasts – I in some cases going back generations.

We don’t even know they are there.

We will I hope be running a ‘Freedom in Christ’ course in the New Year which does what it says on the tin.

It deals with these sorts of issues in a methodical, prayerful and of course biblical manner.

My point is that we can invite these unclean spirits and we can also suffer with them totally unknowingly.

So how can we know if we have an unclean spirit trying to separate us from God through unhelpful and ungodly actions?

One way is to pray with someone who has the spiritual gift of discerning spirits but they are rare people!

The other way is to ask yourself what is going on in your life that you feel is holding you back or seeking to separate you from God.

Do you suffer from any of the following?

•	Psychic abilities not centred on Jesus.
•	Night visitations by an evil presence
•	Irrational paralysing fear
•	Uncontrollable compulsive thoughts -, cursing, violence
•	Uncontrolled compulsive behaviours - sexual sin, anger, addictions like drugs and alcohol
•	Difficulty in acknowledging Jesus Lordship and in praying
•	Pre-occupation with thoughts of death, despair, or hopelessness
•	Voices in your head telling you lies and making ungodly suggestions
•	Sickness and pains in body for no good reason

Now all of these may have perfectly natural explanations, but if any of those resonate and you’re not sure why you feel stuck, you feel unfree, 

it would always be worth praying with others to discern whether there is something going on.

Can I be clear here?

I do not want you leaving here thinking that everything that is going wrong in your life is a directly attributable to the enemy!

So much of life’s travails we cause ourselves through bad choices or simple misfortune.

Remember that quote from CS Lewis I referred to in my earlier talk?
‘There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them.

They only impact us if we give ground to them.

So don’t!

Practice Ephesians 6 and out on the armour of God

1 John 4 says:
4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 

Remember Christ already has the victory!

I just want you to know your enemy and his tactics!

Did you know there was a cure for leprosy? But to be cured you need to take the medicine. There is a cure for being oppressed by unclean spirits but you need to take the medicine, you need to go to the foot of the cross, repent and believe and be washed clean in the blood of the lamb.

Finally, what if you think there is something going on?

Or what if you think that given past behaviour you feel you might benefit from prayer just in case?

Well the good news is that there is nothing to fear for in the name of Jesus there is power.

We see in scripture that the name of Jesus has the power to set people free.

Unclean spirits recognise the name of Jesus and cannot stand against him.

Looking at our passage we see this demonstrated powerfully:  the demons say Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?

You see those seeking to cast out the demon were not followers of Jesus – they were Jews not Christians – and the demon had nothing to fear and the result was painful.

Those in Christ have nothing to fear but prayers will only really be effective for those who have fully submitted their lives to the Lord.

Someone asked me recently to pray for them to rid them and I said I couldn’t until they repented and believed.

You see if you do manage to pray effectively as Jesus teaches but the person you are praying for has no spiritual defences because they are not fully submitted to Jesus, then the unclean spirits can simply re-enter.

Jesus explains in Matt 12:
43 “When an impure spirit comes out of a person, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it. 44 Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’ When it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, swept clean and put in order. 45 Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that person is worse than the first.

So unless you are repentant and full submitted to the Lord and avoiding sinful activities, these prayers are of little use.

So what are the prayers and what is the process?

Let me use the analogy from medicine

You don’t go and see a consultant straight -off, do you?

You see a nurse or first responder.

Then they might say you need to see a doctor

And then the doctor might say you need to see a consultant.

I also want to make it clear at this point that the CofE has very clear protocols and procedures for this sort of specialised ministry largely due to how this can be so open to abuse and can lead to safeguarding issues.

I am in effect walking into a bit of a minefield by even talking about this so please honour me by sticking to the rules.

In essence the rule is that any deliverance ministry where you know there is something is going on must be conducted by an authorised person.  In my medical analogy this is a consultant.

Someone trained and approved by the Diocese.

I will not carry out this ministry – I would pass it up.

We do not do what those Jewish exorcists try to do!

In Tanzania I had a bishop with me and had his authority.

But what we are talking about here is helping each other find our inheritance in Christ – true freedom. 

We can all pray for that. 

In fact that’s what we do when we pray the Lord’s prayer each day: “Deliver us from evil” (which also translates as “deliver us from the evil one”. 

Anyone who is in Christ, who carries the armour of God can call upon the name of Jesus!

And we can pray for ourselves too which is what we are going to do.

The key thing is that we rely on the atonement of Christ

The victory of Christ

And the blood of the lamb

and not on our own authority!

Heb 2:14-15 says
14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 

So there is freedom from slavery!

and 1 John 4 says:
4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 

And all Christians have the Holy Spirit in us!

In a moment I am going to pray a freedom prayer over us all.

We can all be the nurses so to speak.  We can pray for one another.

We can listen and empathise.

Try and discern.

Try to listen to the Holy Spirit who may guide us as to whether anything needs further attention.

And then if we do discern something we refer to the GP – in this case the elders of the church – and pass it up to them.

On no account does anyone try and engage in this ministry when something has been discerned or is going on without my or a leader’s permission.

You refer it up.

But I want to encourage you to pray, for prayer is the most potent weapon.

So in a moment I’m going to invite us all to stand and then I will lead us all in some prayers.

We’ll join together in a general prayer of confession

We’ll then wait on the Holy Spirit and invite his presence in our lives.

We’ll ask the Holy Spirit to show us anything in our lives that may be a stronghold or an open door or a past incident that may have opened a door 

I’ll then say this prayer as a specific confession for anything in particular:
Lord, I confess I have________. It was wrong. 

I renounce my involvement with__________ and reject it.

Please forgive me____________"):

This may not be relevant for many/most of us here today, but for a few you may find something comes to mind and ‘better safe than sorry’ why not deal with it right here and now, and then think no more of it again? 

So we’ll wait on the Holy Spirit some more and see what he’s doing.

We’re simply following what Jesus once said when he said ‘Go away Satan’ him 

- and just as he modelled you can do that to yourself. 

And after we’ve done that simply pray again that he fills you top to toe the Spirit and as Jesus promised the Father will give you the Spirit without limit replacing any holds or harm that may have previously been clinging on.  

And if anything happens – you may have a sense of fear being replaced with faith, 

a fresh encounter with God’s love, 

or a little battle as you let go of a past hurt, 

don’t worry at all the PMT will help.

We have nothing to worry about!

General Confession
Absolution:  God the father of all mercies, who through the death and resurrection of his son has reconciled the world to himself and sent the Holy Spirit among us for the forgiveness of sins; may God give you pardon and peace and I absolve you from your sins in the name of the father, the son and the holy spirit

Wait on Holy Spirit

Lord, I confess I have________. It was wrong. 

I renounce my involvement with__________ and reject it.

Please forgive me____________"):

Wait on Holy Spirit

PMT
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Sunday Oct 6th 2024.  Series: Boot Camp for Misson: Equipping the Saints   Theme: The Call to Holiness



Reading: Colossians 3: 1-18.



Today we are back in our boot camp for mission as part of our ongoing preparation and readiness for missions. Of course, this is not a temporary boot camp from which we graduate at the end of the series. Because Christians are called to partner continually with God in bringing good news and light to a difficult and dark world, we must seek to maintain an ongoing spiritual fitness, which will enable us to live joyfully, hopefully and faithfully as those who provide a foretaste of the possibility of a new kind of life; a wholesome life, an eternal life in God.



And our subject for today is of vital importance to building and deepening our spiritual fitness. Over the next few minutes we will consider the subject “the call to holiness” and I want to explore 2 composite thoughts in the time we have: 1. Our view of holiness. 2. The route to holiness.



Our view of holiness: I want to begin by asking you a question “can you think of 5 holy people that you know personally today”? Story about conversation with Tosin (Jesus, newborn).



This got me thinking that there must be a real problem with holiness. When we consider how explicit the bible is about the call to holiness:

  Leviticus 11:44-45: "For I am the Lord your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy. [...] For I am the Lord who brought you up from the land of Egypt to be your God; thus you shall be holy, for I am holy."

  Leviticus 19:2: "Speak to all the congregation of the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.’"

Matt 5: 8 Jesus says “be perfect, therefore as your heavenly father is perfect”.

1Peter 1: 16: “Just as He who called you is Holy, so be holy in all you do”



So, with such clear directions to be holy, how can it be that it seems all but impossible to find widespread examples of holiness in the lives of those who claim to be following God? Has God set us up for failure – requiring something completely unachievable and unreasonable of us? Alternatively, could it be that we have perhaps got the wrong end of the stick and have somehow not adequately grasped what are God’s intentions and expectations about holiness? Well, for a few moments, let us think about our view of holiness. 



What images come to your mind when you think of holiness or a holy person? 



Take the point of attire. If you are anything like me, then when I think about holy people, for some reason or another, they tend to be wearing robes. Jesus, Isaiah, Apostle Paul, the desert fathers and mothers, Mother Theresa. They also tend to be… well, dead!.. well maybe not always. I can still think that certain monks and nuns alive today may be holy – they are alive, but they are still in robes! 



But why is it, that my image of holy people does not include people in NHS uniforms or school uniform? Why is it not of people in business suit and tie or builder’s attire? Why is it not of someone in a MacDonald’s uniform (other burger brands are available), bus driver or swimming instructor or housewife? 



Could this be what God intended? This is not a trivial point. You see, I think that the first problem of our view of holiness is that somehow or the other, the devil has smuggled in this idea that the image of a holy person is one that excludes the everyday person on the street – including you and I. And of course, if our image of holiness is faulty it is no wonder that not only do we feel we cannot attain to it, many often give up trying completely! Could this be what God who called all his people to be holy intended?



But this is not all, let us push the point further and ask ourselves what our image of holiness is. Often when we think of holiness, we think of the absence of sin, obedience, humility, quietness, gentleness, austerity. All great attributes that we like to see – especially in other people. Because in our secular, real lives, where we need to get down and dirty to deal with the realities of 21st Century Britain, if we are honest, we know that what tends to get us ahead is to be bold and assertive, self-confident, fun and fun-loving, energetic, charismatic, enigmatic, with a streak of non-conformity – which we sometimes call innovation. These are the things that are valued in our modern-day society, not holiness. (rather be described as fun than holy…). 



Moreover, isn’t holiness all about keeping an endless list of rules, being whiter than white and being perfect in everything? Certainly, Paul in our passage from tonight lists a number of things that Christians ought not to do - fornication, impure desires, greed etc. Yet we must ask is this all that there is to holiness? Once again, if this is our view of holiness, it is unsurprising that many Christians are wracked with guilt at being unable to meet up with these requirements. How ironic that we who believe and preach the gospel of forgiveness should be the ones so prone to feeling guilt and shame. 



But wait a minute. Is there really a conflict between holiness and being fun, charismatic, assertive, enigmatic, innovative etc. Are guilt and shame the attributes that God wishes to cultivate in His people? Absolutely not! In fact, it is the opposite. C.S Lewis writes: “How little people know who think that holiness is dull. When one meets the real thing, it is irresistible”.



So what does holiness entail – The Route to Holiness

In our passage, Paul is writing to a group of Christians in what would be modern day Turkey, and he begins with the words “Since then you have been raised with Christ, set your minds on things above, not on earthly things”. We must resist the urge to rush to what Paul has asked these believers to do i.e. to set their minds. Instead, we must fully appreciate what precedes that advise. “Since you have been raised with Christ…” The status of these ordinary men and women from all sorts of walks of life as being “raised with Christ” is the precondition for their ability to set their minds on things above. 



Many of you might know very well the story of Augustine of Hippo. He was a man who loved pleasure especially sexual pleasure and if he saw an opportunity to take advantage of others for selfish gain, he often took it. He describes how one day, he looked over the fence at the neighbour’s garden and in there was a tree, ripe with Pears. Augustine and some friends hopped over the fence and stole a bunch of pears. The interesting thing is that Augustine didn’t even like pears. He just stole them for the fun of stealing. He later wrote in his Confessions “I loved the sin not what I gained from the sin”. 



Yet, at some point, Augustine, after finding pleasure tiring, and having exhausted his search for meaning in a variety of philosophical and religious formulations without success, eventually discovers in the person of Jesus and a life of holiness, the greatest meaning, pleasure and fulfilment in life. He later wrote these powerful words which to this very day move me to the deepest part of my soul “Late have I loved you, beauty so ancient and so new, late have I loved you! You were within me, but I was outside, and it was there that I searched for you”. Augustine has searched for fulfilment in all sorts of places, but all this while, it was near him, indeed within him.



Brothers and Sisters, the command to be holy is not an arbitrary one. The command references God himself. “Be holy as I am holy”. The call to holiness is a call to share in the nature of God, the same God who made the world and all its pleasures the God who gave us as human beings, the ability to appreciate beauty and wonder and laughter. He is the one through whom and by whom all things were created and therefore I think it is safe to say that we will not find a more innovative being in all the universe. He created music and art, gives us the basis for science and in the laws of sowing and reaping, he gives us the basis for business. And we are called to be holy as He is. So, the first step towards holiness is to be located in Christ. 



But then, Paul also calls the Colossian Christians to set their minds on things above and not on earthly things. What does this mean? Well, I believe Paul here is charging the church to re-order their affections. The journey towards holiness is a journey of constantly reordering our love and the objects of our affection, always seeking each day to lift our gaze slightly higher towards the face of Christ. 

In Mere Christianity, Lewis writes, "The real problem of the Christian life comes where people do not usually look for it. It comes the very moment you wake up each morning. All your wishes and hopes for the day rush at you like wild animals. And the first job each morning consists simply in shoving them all back; in listening to that other voice, taking that other point of view, letting that other larger, stronger, quieter life come flowing in." This “larger, stronger, quieter life” is the life of holiness, where the believer is continually choosing to live in alignment with God’s will”.



There are so many things in our current day that clamour for our attention and demand our affection. Endless social media reels, endless videos on YouTube, 24/7 work – and yes, I include church work in that, freely available pornography, news of wars and calamity near and far, kids activities etc. Some of these things like the serpent clad head of Medusa are calling for our attention and unfortunately too many have become fixated – like stone upon lesser things that will not satisfy and which in  some cases, cause real harm.



Yet, holiness gives us an alternative way. Keep your work, keep the children’s activities, even keep the social media reels if you must! But we must adjust our diet to ensure that we are concentrating more, much more on understanding God and his word and applying the things we learn to the lives we lead. There is no secret about this. Paul writing to the Corinthians describes the glory that comes when an individual spends quality time with God 2 Cor 3:16-18 “16 But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate[a] the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit”. 5 minutes of bible reading a day before bedtime won’t cut it if we will be serious about God. We must make more time. 



The veil in this passage are those things which may be preventing each of us from fully experiencing the transformative power of God’s holiness. When we turn to Christ and make Him our utmost desire, we will find the power to reorder our lives and the things we love towards God. 



Please permit me to ask you as I ask myself: “how are you ordering your love?” who/what are the objects of your desire. Do you and I do more than simply pay lip-service to loving God? If we are serious about being Holy, then our focus should not even primarily be to avoid doing wrong things. Rather our focus should be to know God a little more each day. To seek and find Him in the rough & tumble of our daily lives and to desire to love Him just that bit more every passing day. 

Col 3:15 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace... 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.



And if we are to love God more, we must help each other and rely on the Holy Spirit. You see, the call to holiness is both an individual one and a communal one which involves the whole body of Christ – the church. We will not have the time to fully explore the communal dimension of holiness today, however we are called to be holy both as individuals and as a whole church. We are not called to travel alone, we are to help one another. (weekend away)

Col 3: 12-14: 12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 



Please look for a moment at the people around you. They matter to your successful walk of holiness. If you and I will be successful in responding to God’s call, then we will need each other’s support. So please let me ask you humbly: “which one of these dear people do you pray for each day, that God will sustain them in their life of holiness?” Do you meet with any other Christians to pray and share your journey of faith? It’s not too late to start today. 



As the band comes up. Our time is far spent so we must finish now, however I must stress that none of this will be possible without the help and infilling of the Holy Spirit. It is the Spirit the pours the Love of God into our hearts (Romans 5:5). It is the Spirit that transforms and enables us to be more like Christ each day – holy as He is. 



Brothers and sisters, God’s desire is for you and I to be holy. And he doesn’t even intend to call us away from our professions. In God’s plan, we can be holy whether we are teachers or driving instructors, Lawyers or bin men, priests or barbers, parents, grandparents or children. His plan is to have His holy children everywhere in the world. People like you and me. 



But if we are to respond to His call, we must first locate ourselves in Christ then we must set our minds on things above by reordering our love, having God as the centre of our desires, the prime object of our affections through the help and power of the Holy Spirit. And we must do it individually and together. Then we will be full of life and fit for whatever mission God may assign. 



If you are here today and would like to know God for the first time or to rededicate yourself to him. 

To receive the power of the Holy Spirit to enable us re-order our lives. The power to break difficult habits / cycles. 

The grace to believe you are forgiven and loved.  

1 More love to Thee, O Christ,
More love to Thee!
Hear Thou the prayer I make
On bended knee;
This is my earnest plea:
More love, O Christ, to Thee,
More love to Thee,
More love to Thee!



2 Once earthly joy I craved,
Sought peace and rest;
Now Thee alone I seek, 
Give what is best;
This all my prayer shall be:
More love, O Christ, to Thee,
More love to Thee,
More love to Thee!



3 Then shall my latest breath
Whisper Thy praise;
This be the parting cry
My heart shall raise;
This still its prayer shall be:
More love, O Christ, to Thee,
More love to Thee,
More love to Thee!



Elizabeth Payson Prentiss USA 1818-1878.
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  1 “The Holy Spirit and Being Filled ” – Bootcamp for Mission #1 

15

th
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John 14:10-21, 25-26 (& Acts 4:23-31 @ 9am) 

 

 

INTRO TO BOOT CAMP FOR MISSION 

EQUIPPING THE SAINTS 

 

 

 

Jesus preparing his disciples for his death   

 

As a parent – powerful – me training up my son in effect to replace 

me 

 

Not morbid – but my job as a father 

 

Training him up to take his place as an adult.  

 

What would you think if my son – if I showed you how to mow the 

lawn but didn’t leave you my lawn mower 

 

How to carve a leg of lamb – no knife 

 

Shoot a deer – but no gun 

 

So it makes sense for Jesus to leave his disciples with the power to 

build the church 

 

On the shoulders of these poorly educated men rests the future of 

the church that will become so awesome that not even the gates of 

hell. 

 

So what is this incredible power 

 

Jesus says to them in Acts 1:8 
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“The Holy Spirit and Being Filled” – Bootcamp for Mission #1

15th September 2024

John 14:10-21, 25-26 (& Acts 4:23-31 @ 9am)





INTRO TO BOOT CAMP FOR MISSION

EQUIPPING THE SAINTS







Jesus preparing his disciples for his death 



As a parent – powerful – me training up my son in effect to replace me



Not morbid – but my job as a father



Training him up to take his place as an adult.



What would you think if my son – if I showed you how to mow the lawn but didn’t leave you my lawn mower



How to carve a leg of lamb – no knife



Shoot a deer – but no gun



So it makes sense for Jesus to leave his disciples with the power to build the church



On the shoulders of these poorly educated men rests the future of the church that will become so awesome that not even the gates of hell.



So what is this incredible power



Jesus says to them in Acts 1:8



But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you ... Acts 1:8



So we know precisely what this power is – the Holy Spirit



In our reading Jesus says:

Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work



How does “the Father living in me” work?



It is because the Father can live in him – and us – by the Holy Spirit



And he reassures them that they will have everything they’ll need to continue his work:

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father



So to recap:  What Jesus does, He does by the authority of the Father who is in him by His Holy Spirit

And whoever believes in Jesus will not only do the works he has been doing, 

But they will do even greater things.



So who is the Holy Spirit?



The third person of God, the Holy Trinity.



The Nicene Creed says: 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, and has spoken through the prophets.



Later in our passage – v17 Jesus describes the Holy Spirit and the spirit of truth.



With deep pragmatism he explains that The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him.



And this is an issue for many today.



You are expected to believe in some sort of supernatural power!



Later Jesus describes the Holy Spirit as an advocate – that is someone who speaks up on our behalf.



Also as a teacher who will teach them everything and remind them of everything Jesus has said to them.



So we see that the Holy Spirit is



3rd person

He’s has the authority of the Father

He is truth

He’s an advocate

And a teacher



In summary He is everything we need to be effective disciples and He comes to live in us to empower us.



Like petrol in a car He is the source of the power we need.



Without fuel the car is nothing more than a lifeless and useless 



So what does the Holy Spirt Do?

1. He holds together the created world – brings order out of chaos (Gen 1v2)

2. Does the work of God the Father in the world so that the Father and the Son can remain in heaven. 

3. Convicts us of our sin and leads us to repentance

4. [bookmark: OLE_LINK5]Grows the character of Jesus in our lives - the fruit of the Holy Spirit

5. He speaks to us through scripture:

a. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David

6. He can also speaks to us through prophecy and words of knowledge.

7. Gives the believer supernatural power to do the work of Jesus’ kingdom

8. Gives gifts to the church to do the work of the kingdom.





I mentioned that the Holy Spirit grows the character of Jesus in our lives.



The Fruit of the Holy Spirit – the character of Jesus

1. Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control (Gal 5:22-23)



When you meet so called Christians who do not exhibit this fruit you have to wonder!



I mentioned at the start how the way Jesus leaves us the tools to get the job of building the Kingdom done.



The tools are the Gifts of the Spirit and next Sunday we’ll hear more about them.

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit empower us to do the mission of Jesus

1. Nine Power gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12:7-10: Wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discernment of spirits, tongues, interpretation of tongues. 

2. Seven Motivational gifts listed in Romans 12:6-8: Prophecy, ministry, teaching, exhorting, giving, leading, compassion.

3. Five ascension gifts for building up the church for works of service Ephesians 4:10-13: Apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers.



Being filled with the Holy Spirit of Jesus

Ask God the Father to fill you with the Holy Spirit. God will always answer this prayer.

Ask for more of the Holy Spirit to top you up.



9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.

11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for[f] a fish, will give him a snake instead?12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
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Lead Us Not Into Temptation – 6pm 

17.11.24 

 

Psalm 23 

 

The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 

2 

    He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, 

3 

    he refreshes my soul. 

He guides me along the right paths 

    for his name’s sake. 

4 

Even though I walk 

    through the darkest valley,

[a]

 

I will fear no evil, 

    for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, 

    they comfort me. 

5 

You prepare a table before me 

    in the presence of my enemies. 

You anoint my head with oil; 

    my cup overflows. 

6 

Surely your goodness and love will follow me 

    all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

    forever. 

 

 

Introduction 

 

Good morning! Welcome back into our bootcamp series. We had a bit of a 

break last week for Remembrance Sunday,  (and we quickly dipped our toe into 

Christmas) but the previous week Will spoke to us about the battle in the 

spiritual realm. This week we are going to look at temptation . The title is ‘Lead 

us not into temptation’ which you may recognise as being from the Lord’s 

Prayer. Next week Will will speak on ‘Deliver us from Evil’  – see what we did 

there??!  

 

I don’t know about you but I often wondered about the wording of ‘Lead us not 

into temptation’, but what we read in James helps to clarify it for us : 
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Lead Us Not Into Temptation – 6pm

17.11.24



Psalm 23



The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
2     He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
3     he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths
    for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk
    through the darkest valley,[a]
I will fear no evil,
    for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
    they comfort me.

5 You prepare a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;
    my cup overflows.
6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me
    all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
    forever.





Introduction



Good morning! Welcome back into our bootcamp series. We had a bit of a break last week for Remembrance Sunday, (and we quickly dipped our toe into Christmas) but the previous week Will spoke to us about the battle in the spiritual realm. This week we are going to look at temptation. The title is ‘Lead us not into temptation’ which you may recognise as being from the Lord’s Prayer. Next week Will will speak on ‘Deliver us from Evil’ – see what we did there??! 



I don’t know about you but I often wondered about the wording of ‘Lead us not into temptation’, but what we read in James helps to clarify it for us:



Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God," for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one.  And remember, when you are being tempted, do not say, “God is tempting me.” God is never tempted to do wrong, and he never tempts anyone else.



So we know that God would never lead us into temptation but this phrase is more about asking God to protect us from temptation, it may well be better phrased ‘Protect us from being lead into temptation’.



Now I know when we talk about temptation, it’s often from the angle of ‘what temps us’, we talk about the common temptations such as alcohol, food, pornography etc etc. 



Today, I would like to come at this from a different angle to the usual way we think about it. I’d like to take a step further into it and think about what temptations is about and why we are tempted by the things we are tempted by. I’d like to think about what’s behind it all, because it’s a constant battle for us all isn’t it. And because it’s a constant battle, it’s something that we should take seriously.



I’d like to look first at what temptation is – what’s the point of it?



Then to look at how we are tempted and who by.



Finally to think about how we can resist temptation.

So What is tempatation??



In order for us to think about what temptation is, we need to establish what direction is taking us in or, more importantly, what it’s directing us away from.



I’d like to get some foundation on this in the psalm we have heard read. It’s a beautiful psalm and is well known and often used. As with things we are very familiar with, we get so used to them that we don’t hear them anymore. We hear them but don’t really give any consideration to them. 



I was recently on a course where we considered different reactions to this psalm and I found it interesting that some young students in one of the articles I read were incensed by the suggestion that we are stupid sheep that need guiding everywhere by a shepherd. They didn’t like the fact that the shepherd ‘makes’ us lie down and we need to be ‘led’, that we need ‘guiding’. Well I’m afraid I beg to differ! Firstly, I’m absolutely up for some rest in a green pasture. The chances are that if He doesn’t make me rest, I’ll just keep on going until I crash. Someone who tells you to rest is absolutely invested in your wellbeing. In this sense, we need that shepherd to make us do it!



How about being led by still waters to be refreshed? Sheep, given the freedom, will just head to the nearest water and possibly end up drowning because the weight of their wool pulls them into a fast flowing stream or river. This shepherd leads the sheep to still waters so they can drink in safety. Anyone else feeling sheep like here? I know that if I’m left to my own devices I’ll make some pretty dire choices. Done it many times! I’m completely up for being led by someone who knows better than me. I don’t always let myself be guided by God but I know I should and that it will always have a better outcome. Agreed?



OK, so now we have established that we, like sheep, need the guidance, leading and direction of the shepherd, God. He always knows best. If we don’t seek that, we find ourselves distanced from God, like sheep wandering from the safety of the shepherd. Who would want that for us? Whose greatest desire is to draw us away from God? Satan. Just like Will said in the last talk about being on safari . If you stay in the jeep and close to the guide you have protection. However, as soon as you get out of the vehicle and wander away from the guide you suddenly find yourself in grave danger and extremely vulnerable.



 This is the aim of temptation – to distance us from the God we so desperately need the guidance and protection of. This is where we link back to this battle in the spiritual realm that Will spoke of. 



Lets think about verse 5 of the psalm:



5 You prepare a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies.



So the Shepherd who is our guide and protector, our sovereign God, prepares a table for us. 



Picture this: You’re invited to someone’s house for dinner. Anyone here been invited to someones house for dinner? and when you get there you smell wonderful aromas of food cooking, there are candles, a beautifully laid table, you’re welcomed, coat taken, glass in hand, nibbles (olives/crisps). Makes you all warm and fuzzy inside doesn’t it? Makes you feel special. We all like to feel special, valued, loved, do we not? Imagine that God has done this for us. The God who created the universe wants to sit and eat with us. Imagine that! 



But unfortunately we are told this table that he has prepared for us is in the presence of our enemies. 



Why do we have to have our enemies there?



It’s because he wants to be with us now – in the middle of our messy lives. In the middle of this broken world. He is offering to sit and eat with us right now, when we have people around us who may be distracting us, giving us bad news, harming us. We may be struggling with a diagnosis, with our mental health, with our finances, with addiction. We are being pulled in many directions – away from this table. Basically temptation is all around us, trying to pull us away from that table. Our heavenly father wants to come and sit and eat with us in a world where Satan is prowling, looking for opportunities to draw us away from God and towards himself and the world. If Satan can’t tempt us away from that table, he’s going to try and come and sit with us! 



Now you may think – no – He wouldn’t be brave enough to sit at the table with God. Wrong – just take a look Matthew, Mark and Luke – all give account of Jesus himself being tempted by Satan in the wilderness. 











Lets go right back to the beginning, to where it all started:



Genesis 3

“Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”



This is the point at which temptation began, ‘the fall’. This is the point at which everything changed. Enter the serpent. From this moment on, every person on this earth has suffered the torment of temptation – and it is torment isn’t it? It’s something we are constantly fighting against. From the moment the serpent came on the scene and Eve gave in to his manipulation, every person on this earth has suffered temptation and all but one has succumbed. 



Temptation is a pull to do something that is going to have a negative impact on us. From a Christian perspective it is Satan’s strongest weapon that he uses to put distance between us and God.



Temptation is what entices us to sin. But temptation is not always an obvious thing. Remember – Satan is a liar and a master manipulator, and the stakes are high.



Now, we can all think of examples of being tempted to do something that we know is wrong. I don’t need to name things – we all know what they are. What about being tempted to do something that’s considered ok or even good for us but with a corrupted motivation.



Example: Exercise – We might take up exercise thinking that God says ‘our body is a temple’ (1 Corinthians 6:19-20), but then when we start feeling really good, start getting lots of compliments, our ego starts to swell, the buzz we get gets bigger and all of a sudden the time we used to use to bible study, we are using to exercise. We are feeling superior to others who may be a little unfit or overweight. The way we look and feel is becoming more and more important to us. Then, our running club starts to meet on Sundays so we miss church as well as our private time with God. This thing that began as being a good thing  following God’s instruction to look after our bodies has been corrupted and has now become something that is leading us into temptation.



I think this happened to the pharisees in the bible too. The Law was given by God to Moses as a guide for His people, to keep them close to Him, yet the pharisees became so caught up in the legality of it that it became their Idol, it ruled them. They used it against Jesus – it was corrupted.



So yes, temptation can be that we are drawn to do something that we know we shouldn’t, perhaps a thought saying ‘do it! It’s ok this once, you are good the rest of the time.’ ‘It’s ok to gossip about that person because they’re not very nice anyway.’ That kind of thing. But temptation can also be so subtle that we don’t see it happening.













How are we tempted and who by?



This is the bit we really need to be aware of. Satan is a master manipulator. He is subtle. He twists our relationships with things as with the exercise example earlier. He knows our weaknesses, our vulnerabilities and our secret desires and he is adept at using them against us.



In the CS Lewis book, The Screwtape Letters, we read from the perspective of Satan who has senior and junior demons that each have their own ‘human patient’ that they are ultimately trying to manipulate towards Satan and away from God.  This manipulation is often based around the human’s weaknesses and vulnerabilities. But also very subtly using positive emotions and manipulating them.

The senior demon, Screwtape speaking to his nephew says:

“Your patient (human) has become humble; have you drawn his attention to the fact? All virtues are less formidable to us once the man is aware that he has them, but this is specially true of humility.”
― C.S. Lewis, Screwtape Letters



So once we are aware of our humility it can become something that boosts our ego and suddenly we are no longer humble but quite the opposite. We are tempted by the subtle suggestion, the almost imperceptible whisper in the ear, saying well done, you’re so humble. Just a small comment like the one made by the serpent to Eve in the Garden of Eden can have a huge impact. 







Satan can work using a similar method to some marshal arts that are incredibly powerful in combat because they use the momentum that the other person has created against them. He is a master at this. He is lazy and he does not create in the same that God does, rather he corrupts things that have already been created by God. 



The way that he will often do this is by corrupting our motivation for doing something. Quite often we become susceptible to this after having success in a certain area, which Satan will then turn against us. The example used earlier about exercise illustrates this well, but to give an example close to home: 



Take the church. It can happen there too. Say there was growth and the worship was great and more people were coming but it was the week for a difficult talk – perhaps about sin. That pride in the good attendance numbers and the desire to continue to be ‘the best’ the  ‘most successful’ church might lead that church to water down it’s gospel message, to leave out the bits that don’t conform to society, that don’t fit with the ‘be whatever you want to be, do whatever you want to do, you can gave it all’ culture of today, the less palatable message that may not affirm all of our behaviours. Thankfully I don’t think we do that – perhaps evidenced by talks like this, but it can always be a temptation….



As well as using our strengths against us, Satan is also a master at using our weaknesses against us. He will latch on to our insecurities – we all have them. He will focus our mind on areas where we feel inadequate or not good enough, and use them for his purposes. 



Perhaps we feel uneducated – he will whisper that there’s no point going to a connect group because you won’t understand what they’re studying and you’ll feel stupid. 



Perhaps you’re self conscious – he’ll tell you that everyone will look at you at church and judge you so you’re better to watch online. The consequences of both outcomes is that you miss out on the support and fellowship of fellow Christians and it becomes easy to just drop away unnoticed.



Interestingly it can often be the temptation not of something specific but of distraction. Do you ever find yourself drawn away from your bible by a simple thought ? I do, I’ll be sat reading the bible or praying and I’ll suddenly think, ‘Oh the washing has finished, I must put it in the dryer before I forget’. And of course go off to do it and never come back to finish my reading because I get distracted by something else. I don’t believe these are random thoughts, I think they are subtle temptations to draw us away from God, from His word and from His protection.



Of course one of the greatest temptations we all face is that of believing the lie that we can do things in our own strength, that we don’t need God. Going back to the psalm – If we think as sheep we can we just head to that fast flowing stream to drink and don’t the guidance and protection of the shepherd, we are likely to drown. Often it’s not even a conscious thought – we just don’t think about God in our every day decisions never mind the big ones. What an opportunity for the enemy, just the quietest of whispers and we are off down that road of self reliance.





How can we resist temptation?



How can we avoid being drawn away from God, our protector and guide?



That table that God has laid for us is in the presence of our enemies remember? Satan is nearby! Remember that he’s going to try and drag up a chair and make himself at home. How can we make sure our enemy isn’t sat at that table with us? How can we make sure we don’t invite him to draw up a chair, pour him a drink and make him feel right at home? 



Firstly – knowledge is power. If we are aware of our strengths and particularly weaknesses, then we can be aware of where Satan might try and get in. Are we aware of our weaknesses? Are we willing to acknowledge them or are we in denial? Remember that a weakness can be something that we desire so strongly that it becomes more important to us than our relationship with God. Are we prepared to examine ourselves honestly, even if it means facing some uncomfortable truths? Are we prepared to examine our motivations for what we do to make sure that it is drawing us closer to God rather than away from Him. If this all sounds too daunting and you don’t even know where to begin, remember that God will convict us. He is here to help and guide us and will highlight areas in our lives where we open ourselves up to being led into temptation. But we must be willing to hear what He is saying to us and then take steps to change.



God will guide us and lead us in this process, but this will take an investment of our time. Time spent in God’s presence, to listen to what he is saying and stay in relationship with Him. Satan will do all he can to disrupt and minimise the time we spend with God. We need to recognise where Satan is distracting us away from prayer or any doubts that he whispers about the need to pray. If he constantly places distractions in our path we will have little time to spend with God, or if he convinces us that our prayers are not being heard we will find we have no motivation to pray.  So we must be intentional in making time. Create good habits. Get into a routine of spending time with God in prayer. In Ephesians 6 we are told to ‘Pray in the spirit on all occasions.’ 



Equally important is reading scripture because as Ephesians 6 says, having a good knowledge of scripture arms us with the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God. Reading scripture is essential to learning about God’s character. The more that we know God, his promises and guidance, we will not only grow closer to Him but also learn to identify things that will tempt us away from Him. 



A final thing we can do is to immerse ourselves into the family of the church. There are times when we will struggle with resisting temptation or even being aware that we are being drawn into it. This is where staying in community with other Christians and being accountable is so crucial. There is a wealth of wisdom and support available within our church community. If we allow ourselves to be isolated, we not only miss out on fellowship and support but we become very vulnerable to Satan’s schemes much like the sheep that strays from the flock. Stay in community. Read scripture with others and have discussions and conversations led by God – it’s amazing how He speaks and leads us through this. Join a connect group, find a prayer partner, volunteer at church and become part of the family.  Together we are stronger.



Let’s keep our eyes locked into His as we sit across that table from Him and give the enemy no opportunity to take a seat.



In summary and a few points to take away:



· Temptation is a consequence of living in a fallen world and the aim of temptation is to separate us from God. 

· All temptation comes from Satan. He knows us, our weakness and our vulnerabilities and this is what allows him to manipulate us so effectively. He will go straight to using our weaknesses against us and corrupting our motivations for doing good things. 

· Thankfully God has given us a number of ways of protecting ourselves from being led into temptation. Prayer, reading scripture, fellowship and the prompting of the Spirit. He has also given us the spirit of self discipline to resist temptation and wisdom to identify when we are being tempted 



Last, and most importantly of all, there is no need to fear. When we stay close to God we are in his protection, and even if the enemy is sat at our table, he won’t be able to do anything to hurt us while God is there too. 

Prayer

Lord, we know that the trials and temptations of this world we face come from Satan. We pray that You give us Your armour and protection against him and all the temptations we face now. We ask that we stand firm in Your strength and not rely on ourselves. In Jesus' name, we pray, amen
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Boot Camp for Mission: Equipping the Saints  

The Great Commission: Christ’s Command 

Mark 16:14-20 (Rom 15:14-21) 

Matthew has Great Commission, but Mark gives more detail about what Jesus’ 

disciples can expect in that mission. 

Maybe not original to Mark’s gospel, but in line with its message of belief and unbelief  – 

and draws on other gospels and NT passages. A summary of what life on mission really 

was for the first believers? 

Jesus rebukes disciples for lack of faith despite testimonies. They meet Him, then 

believe. He is exalted and then equips them, sends them out to share the gospel, 

with protection and signs following. 

Note Faith & discipleship no easier for first believers than for us!  

Emphasis on belief – those who believe will...carry out the great commission. A 

command – the marching orders of everyone who has enlisted in the body of Christ.  

Salvation depends on belief, not baptism. BUT baptism is essential for true obedience 

to Christ as His disciple. 

Great promises of gifts and abilities to those who believe and act accordingly, who step 

out in obedience and faith. Won’t see if we don’t go! 

The Holy Spirit is for all who believe; He seals us and is both a deposit and guarantee of 

our inheritance in Christ. BUT is that all He is and is for?  

Jesus promises that those who go out in His Name to preach the gospel will see these 

signs and practise these wonders. The gifts of the Spirit aren’t meant simply for use 

within the Church, but to build us up in Christ and equip us in our mission to do wha t He 

says. 

If we don’t see the signs and wonders evidenced in other parts of the world, perhaps it’s 

because we have privatised our faith too much and hidden it from a needy and lost 

world. 

“I do want you all to feel that it is not the end, though it may be the beginning, of 

Christian life to come and hear sermons. Scatter as widely as ever you can the 

blessing which you get for yourself; the moment you find the light, and realize that 

the world is in the dark, run away with your match, and lend somebody else a 

light.” (Spurgeon) 

We do what we can and Jesus through His Spirit does what only He can! Word followed 

by wonders. Signs follow believers, not the other way round.  
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Boot Camp for Mission: Equipping the Saints

The Great Commission: Christ’s Command

Mark 16:14-20 (Rom 15:14-21)

Matthew has Great Commission, but Mark gives more detail about what Jesus’ disciples can expect in that mission.

Maybe not original to Mark’s gospel, but in line with its message of belief and unbelief – and draws on other gospels and NT passages. A summary of what life on mission really was for the first believers?

Jesus rebukes disciples for lack of faith despite testimonies. They meet Him, then believe. He is exalted and then equips them, sends them out to share the gospel, with protection and signs following.

Note Faith & discipleship no easier for first believers than for us!

Emphasis on belief – those who believe will...carry out the great commission. A command – the marching orders of everyone who has enlisted in the body of Christ.

Salvation depends on belief, not baptism. BUT baptism is essential for true obedience to Christ as His disciple.

Great promises of gifts and abilities to those who believe and act accordingly, who step out in obedience and faith. Won’t see if we don’t go!

The Holy Spirit is for all who believe; He seals us and is both a deposit and guarantee of our inheritance in Christ. BUT is that all He is and is for?

Jesus promises that those who go out in His Name to preach the gospel will see these signs and practise these wonders. The gifts of the Spirit aren’t meant simply for use within the Church, but to build us up in Christ and equip us in our mission to do what He says.

If we don’t see the signs and wonders evidenced in other parts of the world, perhaps it’s because we have privatised our faith too much and hidden it from a needy and lost world.

“I do want you all to feel that it is not the end, though it may be the beginning, of Christian life to come and hear sermons. Scatter as widely as ever you can the blessing which you get for yourself; the moment you find the light, and realize that the world is in the dark, run away with your match, and lend somebody else a light.” (Spurgeon)

We do what we can and Jesus through His Spirit does what only He can! Word followed by wonders. Signs follow believers, not the other way round.

The Lord’s work was finished when He ascended, but ours goes on!

This series will introduce the teaching that Will received and shared on his mission trip to Tanzania with SOMA last term. The aim is to encourage us to believe that Jesus is true to His word, that He will go with us and confirm our words with Holy Spirit boldness and signs and wonders. 

Will discovered this for himself in Tanzania...are we willing to learn and discover, too?

As we understand the power and truth of the Gospel to change lives, as we heard at the baptisms last week, we can expect to be changed ourselves and see others changed through sharing this truth. 

Most people come to faith through a friend...will you trust enough to be that friend to someone?

Don’t know enough, not confident enough, never been used by God in this way? Then this series is for you! 

The talks will encourage and equip even the faintest-hearted of us to take small steps of faith to share what we know to be true with those who want and need to hear.
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NEW SERIES: Boot Camp for Mission: equipping the saints  

The Great Commission: Christ’s Command  

Mark 16:14-20 (Rom 15:14-21) 

Matthew has Great Commission, but Mark gives more detail about 

what Jesus’ disciples can expect in that mission.  

Maybe not original to Mark’s gospel, but in line with its message of 

belief and unbelief – and draws on other gospels and NT passages. A 

summary of what life on mission really was for the first believers?  

Jesus rebukes disciples for lack of faith despite testimonies. They 

meet Him, then believe. He is exalted and then equips them, 

sends them out to share the gospel, with protection and signs 

following. 

Note Faith & discipleship no easier for first believers than for us!  

Emphasis on belief – those who believe will...carry out the great 

commission. A command – the marching orders of everyone who has 

enlisted in the body of Christ. 

Salvation depends on belief, not baptism. BUT baptism is essential for 

true obedience to Christ as His disciple.  

Great promises of gifts and abilities to those who believe and act 

accordingly, who step out in obedience and faith.  Won’t see if we 

don’t go! 

The Holy Spirit is for all who believe; He seals us and is both a deposit 

and guarantee of our inheritance in Christ. BUT is that all He is and is 

for? 

Jesus promises that those who go out in His Name to preach the 

gospel will see these signs and practise these wonders. The gifts of 

the Spirit aren’t meant simply for use within the Church, but to build 

us up in Christ and equip us in our mission to do wha t He says. 
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NEW SERIES: Boot Camp for Mission: equipping the saints

The Great Commission: Christ’s Command

Mark 16:14-20 (Rom 15:14-21)

Matthew has Great Commission, but Mark gives more detail about what Jesus’ disciples can expect in that mission.

Maybe not original to Mark’s gospel, but in line with its message of belief and unbelief – and draws on other gospels and NT passages. A summary of what life on mission really was for the first believers?

Jesus rebukes disciples for lack of faith despite testimonies. They meet Him, then believe. He is exalted and then equips them, sends them out to share the gospel, with protection and signs following.

Note Faith & discipleship no easier for first believers than for us!

Emphasis on belief – those who believe will...carry out the great commission. A command – the marching orders of everyone who has enlisted in the body of Christ.

Salvation depends on belief, not baptism. BUT baptism is essential for true obedience to Christ as His disciple.

Great promises of gifts and abilities to those who believe and act accordingly, who step out in obedience and faith. Won’t see if we don’t go!

The Holy Spirit is for all who believe; He seals us and is both a deposit and guarantee of our inheritance in Christ. BUT is that all He is and is for?

Jesus promises that those who go out in His Name to preach the gospel will see these signs and practise these wonders. The gifts of the Spirit aren’t meant simply for use within the Church, but to build us up in Christ and equip us in our mission to do what He says.

If we don’t see the signs and wonders evidenced in other parts of the world, perhaps it’s because we have privatised our faith too much and hidden it from a needy and lost world.

“I do want you all to feel that it is not the end, though it may be the beginning, of Christian life to come and hear sermons. Scatter as widely as ever you can the blessing which you get for yourself; the moment you find the light, and realize that the world is in the dark, run away with your match, and lend somebody else a light.” (Spurgeon)

We do what we can and Jesus through His Spirit does what only He can! Word followed by wonders. Signs follow believers, not the other way round.

The Lord’s work was finished when He ascended, but ours goes on!

This series will introduce the teaching that Will received and shared on his mission trip to Tanzania with SOMA last term. The aim is to encourage us to believe that Jesus is true to His word, that He will go with us and confirm our words with Holy Spirit boldness and signs and wonders. 

Will discovered this for himself in Tanzania...are we willing to learn and discover, too?

As we understand the power and truth of the Gospel to change lives, as we heard at the baptisms last week, we can expect to be changed ourselves and see others changed through sharing this truth. 

Most people come to faith through a friend...will you trust enough to be that friend to someone?

Don’t know enough, not confident enough, never been used by God in this way? Then this series is for you! 

The talks will encourage and equip even the faintest-hearted of us to take small steps of faith to share what we know to be true with those who want and need to hear.
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The Gifts of the Spirit   1 Cor 12:1-11 

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit are probably one of the most mysterious, misunderstood and under -

utilised facets of our Christian experience. 

And yet these very gifts, these wonderful, enigmatic, life -changing expressions of God’s power 

and love through us are the key for effective ministry and mission.    

So important are they to our work and witness for the Lord that the Apostle Paul commences 

these chapters on the Gifts and their operation by saying he would not have us to be ignorant  – 

uninformed – about them. In other words, no matter how scary they may  seem and how wary we 

may be - we cannot afford to ignore the Gifts of the Spirit.  

And indeed, at the end of 1 Cor 12 he goes further and encourages us to eagerly, earnestly 

desire the gifts. So not only should we not be ignorant of them  – we should be looking and 

longing for them. 

There isn’t time in one brief session for an in-depth study, but that is a blessing in disguise, for 

the Gifts of the Spirit are not about theological study but rather understanding the practical and 

powerful ways in which God can work through us on a dail y basis. 

Indeed, what Paul writes here is not an academic treatise on the Gifts but a synopsis, a 

descriptive summary of the different ways in which God worked through the ministry of Jesus in 

the Gospels and through the ministry of His people in the book of Acts.  

So today, I want to give a brief overview of the Gifts,  leaving time for examples of how I’ve seen 

them work through my life. First of all – 3 questions to get us started on the Gifts – what are they, 

why are they given, to whom are they given…. 

What are they? 

Manifestations of the Holy Spirit’s power.  They fall into 3 Categories:  

VOCAL  Prophecy, Tongues, Interpretation of Tongues.                     

There will be a separate session on prophecy – but it may be helpful at this point 

to say something about speaking in tongues, or speaking in a language you 

haven’t learned.  There is a difference I believe between the gift of tongues in 

public, in a church gathering – which should always be accompanied by the gift 

of interpretation – and speaking in tongues in private which is a powerful aid to 

prayer and to building up your faith. (1 Cor 14:18 &  Jude 20) 

REVELATORY Word of Knowledge, Word of Wisdom, Discerning of Spirits .  

These are instances of the Holy Spirit giving insight into what is happening in the 

spiritual realm, behind the scenes as it were, to help you see and understand the 

bigger picture. 
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The Gifts of the Spirit   1 Cor 12:1-11

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit are probably one of the most mysterious, misunderstood and under-utilised facets of our Christian experience.

And yet these very gifts, these wonderful, enigmatic, life-changing expressions of God’s power and love through us are the key for effective ministry and mission.  

So important are they to our work and witness for the Lord that the Apostle Paul commences these chapters on the Gifts and their operation by saying he would not have us to be ignorant – uninformed – about them. In other words, no matter how scary they may seem and how wary we may be - we cannot afford to ignore the Gifts of the Spirit. 

And indeed, at the end of 1 Cor 12 he goes further and encourages us to eagerly, earnestly desire the gifts. So not only should we not be ignorant of them – we should be looking and longing for them.

There isn’t time in one brief session for an in-depth study, but that is a blessing in disguise, for the Gifts of the Spirit are not about theological study but rather understanding the practical and powerful ways in which God can work through us on a daily basis.

Indeed, what Paul writes here is not an academic treatise on the Gifts but a synopsis, a descriptive summary of the different ways in which God worked through the ministry of Jesus in the Gospels and through the ministry of His people in the book of Acts.

So today, I want to give a brief overview of the Gifts, leaving time for examples of how I’ve seen them work through my life. First of all – 3 questions to get us started on the Gifts – what are they, why are they given, to whom are they given….

What are they?

Manifestations of the Holy Spirit’s power.  They fall into 3 Categories:

VOCAL		Prophecy, Tongues, Interpretation of Tongues.                    

There will be a separate session on prophecy – but it may be helpful at this point to say something about speaking in tongues, or speaking in a language you haven’t learned.  There is a difference I believe between the gift of tongues in public, in a church gathering – which should always be accompanied by the gift of interpretation – and speaking in tongues in private which is a powerful aid to prayer and to building up your faith. (1 Cor 14:18 &  Jude 20)

REVELATORY	Word of Knowledge, Word of Wisdom, Discerning of Spirits. 

These are instances of the Holy Spirit giving insight into what is happening in the spiritual realm, behind the scenes as it were, to help you see and understand the bigger picture.





POWER	Miracles, Healing and Faith.

Instances of supernatural signs and wonders, healings, faith to believe for the miraculous – accomplished not by you but through you by the Holy Spirit.



The bottom-line about the Gifts is that they are His – He is the source of the power, the message or the revelation.  They are not something we have heard, surmised, worked out or accomplished by our own effort or cleverness or research or even guesswork. They are God the Holy Spirit working through you, giving you information, guidance and power to help in any given situation.



Why are they given?

Quite simply, for the common good (1 Cor 12:7 & 14:2,4,5) For the blessing and building up of one another, and for breakthrough in witnessing to others. The Holy Spirit works in us and through us to elevate, to upgrade our ministry and mission into the realm of the supernatural, it is equipping for breakthrough, supernatural enabling.  

This is Spirit-enabled, Spirit-empowered ministry – for the common good, to bless others.  The gifts are not for you , they are through you, for the blessing and breakthrough in the lives of others.  That is motivation to not be shy and retiring.

And the sphere of operation of the gifts can be anywhere – wherever you happen to be……………

In Church	1 Cor 14:23,26 – when you come together, and again, for the common good. Col 2:19,  as you hold fast the head who is Jesus, His Spirit equips you with something to help the other, and He equips the other with something to help you.  Why? By this method we reflect the selfless image of the Triune God. This is faith that works, expresses itself through love (Gal 5:6)

In Public	Mission & witness.  It was by supernatural revelation and empowering 

· That Jesus was able to minister to the woman at the well – and the gospel spread to the Samaritans (John 4)

· That Peter was able to speak to Cornelius – and the gospel spread to the Gentiles (Acts 10)  

· That Philip was able to speak with the Ethiopian – and the gospel spread to Africa (Acts 8)

· That Paul realised the young girl following them around in Philippi needed deliverance. (Acts 16)

· That Paul knew a man in Lystra crippled from birth had faith to be healed. (Acts 14)

The list goes on and on – the gospels and Acts are heaving with Spirit-empowered witness and ministry.

To whom are they given?

1 Cor 12:6 & 11 are quite clear – to all people, to each and every one!  What Jesus did He did by the empowering and enabling of the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:38). You can read that verse you’re your name inserted – for the enabling of the Holy Spirit is for you! 

Peter made it quite explicit on the Day of Pentecost - Repent and be baptised and you will receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit – He is not an optional extra, He is essential and integral to your salvation, your Christian experience and your ministry for the Lord.

God is no respecter of persons – the Holy Spirit wants to express His love and power through all God’s children, not a select or elite few.

And while it’s true that you may be more comfortable operating in a particular gift of the Spirit – speaking a prophetic word, giving words of encouragement and comfort, praying for healing – it is also true that it is the Holy Spirit Himself who is the Giver and He can equip and empower you in any given situation, as and when needed.  The Gifts (plural) of the Holy Spirit are transitory but the Gift of the Holy Spirit abides….He abides in you and wants to work through you for the blessing of others.

Be Open, Be Bold, Be Hungry.
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Buckingham Parish Church  

 

Sunday Oct 6

th

 2024.  Series: Boot Camp for Misson: Equipping the Saints   Theme: The Call 

to Holiness 

 

Reading: Colossians 3: 1-18. 

 

Today we are back in our boot camp for mission as part of our ongoing preparation and 

readiness for missions. Of course, this is not a temporary boot camp from which we graduate  

at the end of the series. Because Christians are called to partner continually with God in 

bringing good news and light to a difficult and dark world,  we must seek to maintain an 

ongoing spiritual fitness, which will enable us to live joyfully, hopefully and faithfully as those 

who provide a foretaste of the possibility of a new kind of life; a wholesome life, an eternal 

life in God. 

 

And our subject for today is of vital importance to building and deepening our spiritual fitness. 

Over the next few minutes we will consider the subject “the call to holiness”  and I want to 

explore 2 composite thoughts in the time we have: 1. Our view of holiness. 2. The  route to 

holiness. 

 

Our view of holiness: I want to begin by asking you a question “can you think of 5 holy people 

that you know personally today”? Story about conversation with Tosin (Jesus, newborn). 

 

This got me thinking that there must be a real problem with holiness.  When we consider how 

explicit the bible is about the call to holiness: 

  Leviticus 11:44-45: "For I am the Lord your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be 

holy, for I am holy. [...] For I am the Lord who brought you up from the land of Egypt to be 

your God; thus you shall be holy, for I am holy." 

  Leviticus 19:2: "Speak to all the congregation of the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘You 

shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.’" 

Matt 5: 8 Jesus says “be perfect, therefore as your heavenly father is perfect”.  

1Peter 1: 16: “Just as He who called you is Holy, so be holy in all you do”  

 

So, with such clear directions to be holy, how can it be that it seems all but impossible to find 

widespread examples of holiness in the lives of those who claim to be following God? Has 

God set us up for failure – requiring something completely unachievable and unreasonable of 

us? Alternatively, could it be that we have perhaps got the wrong end of the stick and have 

somehow not adequately grasped what are God’s intentions and expectations about 

holiness? Well, for a few moments, let us think about our vie w of holiness.  

 

What images come to your mind when you think of holiness or a holy person?   

 


